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uthiyamaadhavi is a prolific writer who can produce

a novel, a short story collection and a poetry

collection in the same year. | began with the novel
with the title of a game similar to the leapfrog game played
by children in India where players vault over each other’s
stooped backs except that in India the animal referred to in
the game is called a green horse. Puthiyamaadhavi uses the
game as a metaphor where the person with the stooped
back who allows someone to press her back and jump over
is seen as the one suppressed, exploited emotionally and used.
It is an interesting novel which Puthiyamaadhavi introduces
with the words, “...we see leaping over as victory in life. We
don’t stop to think: Who do we leap over? What do we leap
over? With what aim do we leap over? Why do we leap over?
Must we leap over at all? Life becomes a horse ride where
every time one takes a great leap a person’s back is pressed
down, the shoulders used for a ride, the other person pushed
down hard enough not to rise and victory is celebrated. The
colours of the green horses may have changed but the horses
remain: Mother, daughter, wife, beloved, grandmother,
girlfriend....”

The story revolves around Sama, the short name for
Samadhana Mary, a warden in the hostel for college girls and
her three friends, Senthamarai, Kanmani and Sangeetha and
their college days and present life. Their college days were
spent in the same hostel and the novel goes back and forth
on the memories of those days and the present happenings.
Sama has had a love affair in her college days which gets
broken because of caste. She tries to commit suicide once
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but Kanmani and others tell her not to indulge in such theatrics
in future for it is not worth so much trouble. Senthamarai
belongs to a political family and marries into the family of a
liquor baron who finally gets shot in a gang war and
Senthamarai becomes a full time politician; Sangeetha joins
medical college and gets manipulated into marrying her
paternal cousin who is also a doctor, so that her father-in-
law’s hospital can be successfully run by her, and Kanmani
goes to Mumbai and does not return and later in the novel
we get to know that she is involved with extremists and is
disillusioned with her father who is a very big name. Sama
continues her postgraduate studies and is now part of the
college faculty and the hostel warden. But she has not quite
got over her lover and needs tranquilizers to calm herself
and sleep at night. And there are problems in her family too
in the form of a lecherous brother-in-law and a sister who
has to give in to his various demands. There is also the
question of property.

There are those other characters who come as vignettes
and some who take the story further. There is the warden
who commits suicide and then there is Muhamadhu Gani,
the gardener and his love for trees. There are politicians
who give empty speeches on getting rid of the caste system
who cannot do much except talk. Then there is the student
Sharmila and her defiance. Through many dramatic events
the friends get back together as intimately as they did
before—the Mumbai underworld, an alleged extremist friend
Rafig who is married and with whom Kanmani has a
relationship, Sama’s old lover Wilson who comes back into



